Senator Baddour and distinguished members of the panel,
My name is Alan Gifford.  I am a deaf registered voter from Kingston which is represented by Senate President Murray and Representative Tom Calter.  I am speaking as President of MSAD, a non-profit organization advocating for the Massachusetts 600,000 plus citizens with various levels of hearing loss. This group consists of Hard of Hearing, Deaf, Late Deafened, Deaf/Blind and so on.
The impact of budget cuts and allocation of funds over the past few years, I am saddened to say that accessibility to the state government and agencies became worse for the deaf community. The safety net for the deaf community is gone.
Here are some examples being experienced by the deaf community, they are true and can be verified, and is on the rise:
	1) Total elimination of DBCAN, the single and only group that successfully serves the deaf/blind. 	This is a 	cruel and inhumane thing to do.
	2) A deaf father laid off, filed his unemployment claim with the unemployment.  The simple 	process 	of filing a claim took over 3 months due to agency’s inability to get an interpreter. This 	has created a 	severe financial hardship on the family of four.
	3) A deaf patient just recently released from a treatment center was extremely frustrated due to 	non-	vailability of an interpreter, died recently.
	4) DCF took children away from a deaf couple. The couple were denied full access to interpreter 	and 	after two years, the children were returned. This has happened on numerous occasions.
Commonwealth of Massachusetts is breaking the laws of Americans with Disability Act (ADA)  and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act as mandated by Federal laws. This needs to be fixed.
MSAD would like to make a recommendation that the Executive Office of Administration and Finance shall report on fiscal year 2011 expenditures for Communication Access Services including, but not limited to American Sign Language (ASL), Computer Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) and Braille from all agencies in the Executive Branch: Report shall be delivered to the Ways and Means Committee by December 31, 2011 and shall include number of people served, month of services and cost per month.
Thank you for the opportunity to express concerns and to offer suggestion.
Respectfully submitted,
Alan Gifford
President
Massachusetts State Association of the Deaf
P.O.Box 52097
Boston, MA 02205
March 4, 2011 at the State House in the Gardner auditorium at 3:45 pm. 
